
Revision techniques

1. Look through the PowerPoint and try out some of the techniques. 

Find the one(s) that work best for you

2. Create revision resources for each topic in each subject

3. Read, test, cover, repeat – LEARN THEM!!! Put posters up to next to your 
bed and on the back of the toilet door!

4. Most importantly try past paper questions (see last slide for helpful links) 
and then mark using the mark schemes – take note of the vocabulary used. 



Techniques to remember a list/ sequence of facts

Top revision techniques for exams - BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk#zh38wnb


Chunking for revision

Examples of 
chunking:

• Flash cards
• Mnemonics
• Tables
• Mind maps
• Diagrams
• Time lines
• Flow charts…

Add 
pictures?



Mnemonic and Acronyms 

Acronyms are made up of the first letters of all the words 
in sequential order, - pronounced as a different word

Mnemonics are in the form of rhyming words or fake 
names – can’t be pronounced as a different word

13 Biology Mnemonics: Best Memorization Tricks for Bio and 
AP Biology Students!

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=66b33be7a1df0f7bJmltdHM9MTcyNDcxNjgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yZTQxNjkzOS02YjdhLTZiNTMtMzdlNS03YWJhNmE5NzZhYTUmaW5zaWQ9NTgzNQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2e416939-6b7a-6b53-37e5-7aba6a976aa5&psq=what+is+the+difference+betwen+a+mnemonic+and+an+acronym&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9hc2thbnlkaWZmZXJlbmNlLmNvbS9kaWZmZXJlbmNlLWJldHdlZW4tbW5lbW9uaWNzLWFuZC1hY3Jvbnltcy8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=66b33be7a1df0f7bJmltdHM9MTcyNDcxNjgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yZTQxNjkzOS02YjdhLTZiNTMtMzdlNS03YWJhNmE5NzZhYTUmaW5zaWQ9NTgzNQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2e416939-6b7a-6b53-37e5-7aba6a976aa5&psq=what+is+the+difference+betwen+a+mnemonic+and+an+acronym&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9hc2thbnlkaWZmZXJlbmNlLmNvbS9kaWZmZXJlbmNlLWJldHdlZW4tbW5lbW9uaWNzLWFuZC1hY3Jvbnltcy8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d9bb2a091441d32bJmltdHM9MTcyNDcxNjgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yZTQxNjkzOS02YjdhLTZiNTMtMzdlNS03YWJhNmE5NzZhYTUmaW5zaWQ9NTgzOQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2e416939-6b7a-6b53-37e5-7aba6a976aa5&psq=what+is+the+difference+betwen+a+mnemonic+and+an+acronym&u=a1aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kaWZmZXJlbmNlYmV0d2Vlbi5uZXQvc2NpZW5jZS9kaWZmZXJlbmNlLWJldHdlZW4tbW5lbW9uaWNzLWFuZC1hY3Jvbnltcy8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d9bb2a091441d32bJmltdHM9MTcyNDcxNjgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yZTQxNjkzOS02YjdhLTZiNTMtMzdlNS03YWJhNmE5NzZhYTUmaW5zaWQ9NTgzOQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2e416939-6b7a-6b53-37e5-7aba6a976aa5&psq=what+is+the+difference+betwen+a+mnemonic+and+an+acronym&u=a1aHR0cDovL3d3dy5kaWZmZXJlbmNlYmV0d2Vlbi5uZXQvc2NpZW5jZS9kaWZmZXJlbmNlLWJldHdlZW4tbW5lbW9uaWNzLWFuZC1hY3Jvbnltcy8&ntb=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jecnxDw5-7M&t=140s


Examples of Acronyms and mnemonics in different subjects

English persuasive devices

A – Alliteration

S - Statistics

P - Personal Pronouns

A - Anecdotes

R - Repetition

E - Emotive Language

F - Facts

O - Opinions

R - Rhetorical Questions

E - Exaggeration

S - Superlatives

T - Threes (rule of)

Can also use DAFOREST, 
FRESHGRAPES

History (sources): CNOP –

Content, Nature, Origin Purpose

Geography: GCSE –

General distribution, Consentient & 
Countries, Specific locations, 
Exceptions



Making an independent study timetable
Tuesday, 25 February 2025

The big picture –
How to manage your 
time but not 
procrastinate (put 
things off!)

On a white board/ scrap paper..

Draw out a table with the 7 days of the week
Divide each day into time slots
Record commitments you have already eg school/ clubs/ 
part-time job/ volunteering

- Consider how much ‘free time’ you have
- Structure your time to allow for sufficient home learning and 
revision but also considering mental health

Astra Challenge:
Create a half term revision timetable – you have 2 weeks!



Making an independent study timetable



Tips for revision schedules before exam periods
How To Make A Revision Timetable (That Actually Works) - Think Student
1. Put your ‘worst’/ most challenging subjects in first and more often
2. Have short breaks every 30-45mins
3. Schedule in treats eg at 5pm will watch my favourite program and have a Kit Kat/ play on PC 
4. Give yourself a day off (as long as stuck to the rest of the timetable – catch up time if not!)
5. Use one or two revision strategies that work best for you and stick to them – eg videos/ podcasts/ making materials 

and quizzing yourself/ past paper questions
6. Ask a member of your family to test you at/ after dinner
7.   Work methodically through different topics, prioritise the harder ones

Further strategies to ensure good mental health – How to Look After Your Mental Health At Exam Time | YoungMinds

- Find a balance
- Stay positive – if you are sticking to your schedule you are doing your best
- Stay in contact with friends
- Arrange study sessions with friends 
- Be organised
- Separate where you rest and work eg work at a desk not in your bed
- Get enough sleep, eat and drink enough!

Have you got any 
other advice to give 
to a friend?

https://thinkstudent.co.uk/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/blog/how-to-look-after-your-mental-health-during-revision-and-exams/


Creating a study time table -

Draft your own timetable
- Blank out regular commitments eg a club or work
- Be realistic and allow for breaks and social times eg going out/ gaming/ Netflix!



How to Set up Your Study Space | Science of Study #1| Maddie Moate - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1UdDA_T_04&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE


Retrieval practice is  a learning 
technique that prioritises active over passive
learning to improve long-term memory. 
- Spaced retrieval practice means you revisit 
this information overtime
Examples:
• revision cards, 
• Link words to definitions, 
• Quizzes (Tassomai s retrieval practice!)
• HW tasks - going over prior learning, 
• Tell the ‘story’ to someone else,
• Brain dumps – what can I remember?

Retrieval practice



12

Watch this video on techniques 
different students use – which have 
you tried – which might you try?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6pv3k7#z3gwqfr


How to make a good flash card

✓ Two-sided: one side has a title/ key words or unlabelled diagram, the other side has content
✓ Try to include 5-10 points per card

✓Keep them colourful – highlight or underline keywords, use images.
✓Colour code cards for different subjects
✓CAPITAL letters are encouraged as they take longer to write and can aid memory
✓Create from memory on scrap paper, then check if correct and add detail/ corrections by 

using exercise book/ revision guides….then write out in neat on your flashcard

Revision cards are 
not notes written 
smaller – you (or a 
friends/ family 
member) should be 
able to test you!



Examples….



More science 
examples ☺



How do you effectively use 
flashcards once made?

Think Pair Share





Or use 
more 
boxes!!!







There are mindmaps for 
all science topics at →
Revision Guidance -
Carrington School

https://www.carringtonschool.org/learning/revision-guidance/




Brain dumps 
The big picture –





Revision Techniques - Part 4: Brain 
Dumping – YouTube

Brain Dump: 1-Minute Emotion 
Coping Skill - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvOLcAlP434
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=47&v=Bpo41WGeqFs&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvOLcAlP434
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=47&v=Bpo41WGeqFs&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY


Self 
quizzing 
techniques

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_RGcr8zVMg


Info graphics

Turn facts into 
an interesting 

poster

Effective Revision 
Techniques for Visual 
Learners

https://www.savemyexams.com/learning-hub/revision-tips/effective-revision-techniques-for-visual-learners/


Past papers – Make sure you use the correct Exam board by using this link → GCSE-Subject-Info-2024.pdf

Google…
- “GCSE (subject) (exam board) past papers eg “ GCSE Combined Science Edexcel past papers” 
- or “GCSE Biology Edexcel past papers” if doing Triple Science
- GCSE English Literature AQA past papers - AQA GCSE English Literature Past Papers - Revision World

Watching the right videos! Make sure you type GCSE and the correct exam board

Cognito is good for maths and science - cognito maths - Search Videos; cognito science edexcel - Search Videos

aqa english revision gcse - Search Videos

primrose kitten gcse edexcel science - Search Videos

https://www.carringtonschool.org/assets/Documents/Attachments/GCSE-Subject-Info-2024.pdf
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-literature-gcse-level/english-literature-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-literature-past-papers
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=cognito+maths&qpvt=cognito+maths&FORM=VDRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=cognito+science+edexcel&FORM=HDRSC6
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=aqa+english+revision+gcse&FORM=HDRSC6
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=primrose%20kitten%20gcse%20edexcel%20science&qs=n&form=QBVR&=%25eManage%20Your%20Search%20History%25E&sp=-1&lq=0&pq=primrose%20kitten%20gcse%20edexcel%20science&sc=10-36&sk=&cvid=E297A8942AE847AF9F79F65AF17EC318&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=

